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Biblical writers did not write to entertain us, but to deliver us a message (not overtly). One has to
work had to understand the message through the story. It helps us to understand what the message is,
if we know the historical context, ideology climate on the basis of when the story was written.
Language in Jonah is late, that is the Second Temple Biblical Hebrew
Language in Jonah is late, that is 2nd temple Biblical Hebrew. E.g. evidence from the Hebrew word
for ‘boat’  ספינהin Jonah 1:5. Jonah 3:7 and 4:11 clearly indicates that it was written in 2nd temple
period. Jonah was written in 4BCE-3BCE. Hebrew helps us to decide when the book was written.
Every writer has a book shelve behind. They make illusions to their literature, not to entertain us,
but forming the relation between the text, making a new dimension. Library is used by the writers
of Jonah. What was he to achieve through the illusions on the books. Book of Jonah needs a hero, a
name. About a prophet, a name of the prophet from book of Kings is the ideal candidate therefore
found in the book of Kings.

[1]

2 Kings 14:25-26

It was he who restored the territory of Israel
from Lebo-hamath to the sea of the Arabah, in
accordance with the promise that the LORD, the
God of Israel, had made through His servant, the
prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gath-hepher.
For the LORD saw the very bitter plight of Israel,
with neither bond nor free left, and with none to
help Israel.

ד־ים
ָ֣  ֗הּוא ֵה ִׁשיב֙ ֶאת־גְּ ֣בּול יִ ְׂש ָר ֵ֔אל ִמ ְּל ֥בֹוא ֲח ָ֖מת ַע25
ד־ע ְב ּ֞דֹו
ַ ַֹלהי יִ ְׂש ָר ֵ֔אל ֲא ֶׁ֣שר דִּ ֶּ֗בר ְּבי
ֵ֣ ָה ֲע ָר ָ֑בה ִּכ ְד ַ֤בר יְ הוָ ה֙ ֱא
י־ר ָ֧אה
ָ  ִּכ26 ן־א ִמ ַּתי֙ ַהנָּ ִ֔ביא ֲא ֶׁ֖שר ִמ ַּ֥גת ַה ֵֽח ֶפר׃
ֲ יֹונה ֶב
ָ֤
ת־ע ִ֥ני יִ ְׂש ָר ֵ֖אל מ ֶֹ֣רה ְמ ֑א ֹד וְ ֶ֤א ֶפס ָעצּור֙ וְ ֶ֣א ֶפס ָעז֔ ּוב
ֳ הוה ֶא
ָ֛ ְי
וְ ֵ֥אין ע ֵֹ֖זר ְליִ ְׂש ָר ֵֽאל׃

We don’t know much about the person in 2 kings14:25-26. God was merciful; this is the important
aspect to consider, because this story is about the value of mercy.
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[2]

Genesis 18:21≈Jonah 1:2

I will go down to see whether they have acted ה־נא וְ ֶא ְר ֶ֔אה ַה ְּכ ַצ ֲע ָק ָ֛תּה ַה ָּ֥ב ָאה ֵא ַ֖לי
ָּ֣  ֵֽא ֲר ָדGen 18:21
altogether according to the outcry that has reached
ְָע ׂ֣שּו ׀ ָּכ ָ֑לה ו
Me; if not, I will take note.” (Gen 18:21)
Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and
ת־ה ִאיׁש֙ ִּֽכי־נָ ִ֣ביא ֔הּוא וְ יִ ְת ַּפ ֵּ֥לל ַּֽב ַע ְד ָ֖ך
ָ  וְ ַע ָּ֗תה ָה ֵׁ֤שב ֵֽא ֶׁש7
proclaim judgment upon it; for their wickedness
י־מֹות ָּת ֔מּות ַא ָּ֖תה וְ ָכל־
֣ ם־אינְ ָ֣ך ֵמ ִׁ֗שיב ֚דַּ ע ִּכ
ֵֽ ֶֽו ְח ֵ֑יה וְ ִא
has come before Me. (Jonah 1:2)
ם־ל ֹא ֵא ָֽד ָעה׃
֖ א
ִ ר־לְך׃
ָֽ ֲא ֶׁש
Genesis 18:25≈Jonah 3:4
Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring
יה
ָ ּוק ָ֣רא ָע ֶ֑ל
ְ דֹולה
ָ֖ ְּל־נינְ ֵ֛וה ָה ִ֥עיר ַהג
ִֽ  קּו֠ם ֵ֧לְך ֶאJonah 1:2
death upon the innocent as well as the guilty,
י־ע ְל ָ֥תה ָר ָע ָ֖תם ְל ָפ ָֽני׃
ָ ִּֽכ
so that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it
from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal
justly?” (Gen 18:25)
Jonah started out and made his way into the city
the distance of one day’s walk, and proclaimed:  ָח ִ֨ל ָלה ְּל ָ֜ך ֵמ ֲע ֣ש ֹׂת ׀ כַּדָּ ָ֣בר ַה ֶּ֗זה ְל ָה ִ֤מיתGen 18:25
ָ ַצדִּ יק֙ ִע
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be ֙ם־ר ָׁ֔שע וְ ָה ָ֥יה ַכצַּדִּ֖ יק ָּכ ָר ָׁ֑שע ָח ִ֣ל ָלה ָּ֔לְך ֲהש ֵֹׁפט
ט׃
פ
ֽ
ָּ
ש
ְׁ
מ
ִ
ה
ש
֖
ֶׂ
ע
ֲ
ַי
א
ֹ
ל
֥
ל־ה ָ֔א ֶרץ
ָ ָּכ
overthrown!” (Jonah 3:4)
Genesis 20:7
Therefore, restore the man’s wife — since he is a
prophet, he will intercede for you — to save your
life. If you fail to restore her, know that you shall
die, you and all that are yours.

֙ וַ ָּ֤י ֶחל יֹונָ ה֙ ָל ֣בֹוא ָב ִ֔עיר ַמ ֲה ַ֖לְך י֣ ֹום ֶא ָ֑חד וַ יִּ ְק ָראJonah 3:4
ֹּאמר ֚עֹוד ַא ְר ָּב ִ֣עים י֔ ֹום וְ ִֽנינְ ֵ֖וה נֶ ְה ָּֽפ ֶכת׃
ַ֔ וַ י

A Prophet is a Intercedes for the People and a Representative of the People
Above texts show the illusions of Sodom and Gomorrah. Genesis 18:21. Beginning of book of
Jonah1:2. Resemble of these two story is clear, term used for the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
is root ( הפךcf. Gen 19:21, 25, 29. We are aware of the resemble above.
When you find resemble in the text of the Bible, look for the differences. Resemble is there
for reference, message is in the difference. Genesis-Abraham-who is merciful-a prophet, we don’t
find this evidence in Sodom and Gomorrah, but in Genesis 20:7, Abraham is illustrated as being a
prophet. This is a great definition for what a prophet is – prophet who intercedes for the people and
a representative of the people—a double agent.
אּולי יִ ָּמ ְצ ֥אּון
ַ֛ ֹּאמר
ַ֔  וַ ֨י ֹּ ֶסף ֜עֹוד ְל ַד ֵּ֤בר ֵא ָליו֙ וַ יGen 18:29
3 0 אמר֙ ֣ל ֹא ֶֽא ֱע ֶׂ֔שה ַּב ֲע ֖בּור ָה ַא ְר ָּב ִֽעים׃
ֶ ֹּ ָׁ֖שם ַא ְר ָּב ִ֑עים וַ ֙י
But he spoke to Him again, and said, “What if
אּולי יִ ָּמ ְצ ֥אּון ָׁ֖שם
ַ֛
ל־נא ִ֤י ַחר ַֽלאד ֹנָ י֙ וַ ֲא ַד ֵּ֔ב ָרה
ָ֞ ֹּאמר ַא
ֶ וַ ֠י
forty should be found there?” And He answered,
ֹלשים׃
ִֽׁ ם־א ְמ ָ֥צא ָׁ֖שם ְׁש
ֶ אמר֙ ֣ל ֹא ֶֽא ֱע ֶׂ֔שה ִא
ֶ ֹּ ֹלשים וַ ֙י
ִׁ֑ ְׁש
“I will not do it, for the sake of the forty.” 30 And
he said, “Let not my Lord be angry if I go on:
What if thirty should be found there?” And He
answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
(Gen 18:29)
י־שבּו
ָׁ֖ יהם ִּכ
ֶ֔ ת־מ ֲע ֵׂש
ַ֣ ֹלהים֙ ֶֽא
ִ  וַ יַּ� ְ֤רא ָֽה ֱאJonah 3:10
ל־ה ָר ָ֛עה ֲא ֶׁשר־דִּ ֶּ֥בר
ָ ֹלהים ַע
ִ֗ ִמדַּ ְר ָּ֣כם ָה ָר ָ֑עה וַ יִּ ָּ֣נ ֶחם ָה ֱא
God saw what they did, how they were turning
ׂשֹות־ל ֶ֖הם וְ ֥ל ֹא ָע ָֽׂשה׃
ָ
ַל ֲע
back from their evil ways. And God renounced
the punishment He had planned to bring upon
them, and did not carry it out. (Jonah 3:10)
Genesis 18:29-30≈Jonah 3:10
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Abraham negotiates again and again, Genesis18:29-30/Jonah3:10. God is ready to negotiate.
Since there is no prophet in Jonah. Jonah is not there to be a real prophet to negotiate with God for
the people. But it is the King of Nineveh who plays as a role of the prophet. How they were turning
away from their evil ways. In Genesis, prophet Abraham changes the mind. Jonah is not the opposite
of Abraham but opposite of Lot.

Genesis 19:25≈Jonah 4:5
And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley,
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what
grew on the ground. (Gen 19:25)

֙ל־ה ִּכ ָּ֑כר וְ ֵאת
ַ ת־ה ָע ִ֣רים ָה ֵ֔אל וְ ֵ֖את ָּכ
ֶ  וַ�ֽיַּ ֲהפְֹך֙ ֶאGen 19:25
ָּכל־י ְֹׁש ֵ֣בי ֶה ָע ִ֔רים וְ ֶ֖צ ַמח ָה ֲא ָד ָֽמה׃

Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of
ׂש
֩ ן־ה ִ֔עיר וַ ֵּ֖י ֶׁשב ִמ ֶּ֣ק ֶדם ָל ִ֑עיר וַ יַּ ַע
ָ  וַ יֵּ ֵ֤צא יֹונָ ה֙ ִמJonah 4:5
the city and emade a booth for himself there. He
יה ַּב ֵּ֔צל ֚ ַעד ֲא ֶׁ֣שר יִ ְר ֶ֔אה ַמה־יִּ ְה ֶי֖ה
֙ ָ ֨לֹו ָׁ֜שם ֻס ָּ֗כה וַ ֵּ֤י ֶׁשב ַּת ְח ֶּ ֙ת
sat under it in the shade, till he should see what
ָּב ִֽעיר׃
would become of the city. (Jonah 4:5)

Jonah 4:5 Jonah behaves as a CNN reporter. He is not emotionally involved. Not behaving like
a real prophet. Real prophet is Abraham, but Jonah has the image of an anti-prophet. Jonah in
otherwords not a proper prophet.
Jonah is not like Moses
[3]

Exodus 32:12≈Jonah 3:9

Let not the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent ֙יאם
ָ ֹוצ
ִ אמ ֹר ְּב ָר ָ֤עה ֽה
֗ ֹאמ ֨רּו ִמ ְצ ַ֜ריִ ם ֵל
ְ  ָל ָּמ ֩ה יExod 32:12
that He delivered them, only to kill them off in ֹּלתם ֵמ ַ֖על ְּפ ֵ֣ני ָֽה ֲא ָד ָ֑מה ׁשּו֚ב
ָ֔ ַל ֲה ֤ר ֹג א ָֹתם֙ ֶּֽב ָה ִ֔רים ּו֨ ְל ַכ
the mountains and annihilate them from the face
ל־ה ָר ָ֖עה ְל ַע ֶּֽמָך׃
ָ ֵמ ֲח ֣רֹון ַא ֶּ֔פָך וְ ִהנָּ ֵ֥חם ַע
of the earth.’ Turn from Your blazing anger, and
renounce the plan to punish Your people. (Exod
32:12)
Who knows but that God may turn and relent? ֹלהים וְ ָׁ֛שב ֵמ ֲח ֥רֹון
ִ֑ י־יֹוד ַע יָ ׁ֔שּוב וְ נִ ַ֖חם ָה ֱא
ֵ֣  ִֽמJonah 3:9
He may turn back from His wrath, so that we do
ֹאבד׃
ֵֽ ַא ּ֖פֹו וְ ֥ל ֹא נ
not perish.” (Jonah 3:9)
Exodus 32:14≈Jonah 3:10
And the LORD renounced the punishment He
ָ֣ הוה ַע
ָ֑ ְ וַ יִּ ָּ ֖נ ֶחם יExod 32:14
had planned to bring upon His people. (Exod ל־ה ָר ָ֔עה ֲא ֶׁ֥שר דִּ ֶּ֖בר ַל ֲע ׂ֥שֹות
ְל ַע ּֽמֹו׃ פ
32:14)
ָׁ֖ יהם ִּכ
ֶ֔ ת־מ ֲע ֵׂש
ַ֣ ֹלהים֙ ֶֽא
ִ  וַ יַּ� ְ֤רא ָֽה ֱאJonah 3:10
God saw what they did, how they were turning י־שבּו
ר
ב
ֶּ
֥
ִּד
־
ר
ש
ֶׁ
א
ֲ
ה
ע
ָ
֛
ר
ָ
ל־ה
ָ
ע
ַ
ים
ֹלה
ִ
֗
ִמדַּ ְר ָּ֣כם ָה ָר ָ֑עה וַ יִּ ָּ֣נ ֶחם ָה ֱא
back from their evil ways. And God renounced
ׂשֹות־ל ֶ֖הם וְ ֥ל ֹא ָע ָֽׂשה׃
ָ
ַל ֲע
the punishment He had planned to bring upon
them, and did not carry it out. (Jonah 3:10)
Exodus 34:6≈Jonah 4:2
The LORD passed before him and proclaimed: הוה
ָ֔ ְהוה ׀ י
ָ֣ ְל־פנָ יו֮ וַ יִּ ְק ָרא ֒ י
ָּ הוה ׀ ַע
ָ֥ ְ וַ יַּ ֲע ֨ב ֹר יExod 34:6
“The LORD! the LORD! a God compassionate
ב־ח ֶסד וֶ ֱא ֶֽמת ׀
ֶ֥ ֵ֥אל ַר ֖חּום וְ ַחּנ֑ ּון ֶ֥א ֶרְך ַא ַּ֖פיִ ם וְ ַר
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in
kindness and faithfulness. (Exod 34:6)
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He prayed to the LORD, saying, “O LORD! לֹוא־זה
ֶ֣
ֹּאמר ָא ָּ֤נה יְ הוָ ה֙ ֲה
ַ֗ הוה וַ י
ָ֜ ְ וַ יִּ ְת ַּפ ֵּ֨לל ֶאל־יJonah 4:2
Isn’t this just what I said when I was still in my ישה
ָׁ ל־כן ִקדַּ֖ ְמ ִּתי ִל ְב ֣ר ֹ ַח ַּת ְר ִׁ֑ש
ֵּ֥ ל־א ְד ָמ ִ֔תי ַע
ַ יֹותי֙ ַע
ִ ד־ה
ֱ ְד ָב ִ֗רי ַע
own country? That is why I fled beforehand to ב־ח ֶסד וְ נִ ָ֖חם
ֶ֔ ל־חּנ֣ ּון וְ ַר ֔חּום ֶ֤א ֶרְך ַא ַּ ֙פיִ ם֙ וְ ַר
ַ ִּ֣כי יָ ַ֗ד ְע ִּתי ִּ֤כי ַא ָּתה֙ ֵֽא
Tarshish. For I know that You are a compassionate
ל־ה ָר ָֽעה׃
ָ ַע
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in
kindness, renouncing punishment. (Jonah 4:2)

Moses is ideal prophet always interceding for the people e.g. golden cow. Moses interceded and
then asked God in Exodus 32:10. King of Nineveh had to do the job, because the prophet did not do
the job. God listened to Moses and forgave the people of Israel. God renouned the punishment. God
saw how they were turning back. In the story of the golden cow. Moses tries to force God to forgive
Israel. And prove that God has forgiven Israel. In Exodus 32, Lord (1) passed before him (2) (3)
slow to anger (4) abound in kindness. The image of God in Jonah 4:2 is the merciful God but Jonah
complains and prays to God. This does not mention that God has the capability to punish. God is
compassionate. Only this side of the coin is mentioned.

Joel 2:12-14
“Yet even now” — says the LORD — “Turn back ּוב ֥צֹום
ְ ל־ל ַב ְב ֶ֑כם
ְ הוה ֻׁ֥שבּו ָע ַ֖די ְּב ָכ
ָ֔ ְם־ע ָּתה֙ נְ ֻאם־י
ַ ַ וְ ג12
to Me with all your hearts, And with fasting, וְׁשּובּו
֖ ל־בגְ ֵד ֶ֔יכם
ִּ  וְ ִק ְר ֤עּו ְל ַב ְב ֶכם֙ וְ ַא13 ּוב ִמ ְס ֵּֽפד׃
ְ ּוב ְב ִ֖כי
ְ
weeping, and lamenting.” 13 Rend your hearts י־חּנ֤ ּון וְ ַרחּום֙ ֔הּוא ֶ֤א ֶרְך ַא ַּ ֙פיִ ם֙ וְ ַרב־
ַ הוה ֱא ֹֽל ֵה ֶ֑יכם ִּֽכ
ָ֣ ְֶאל־י
Rather than your garments, And turn back to
ֶ֔ח ֶסד וְ נִ ָ֖חם
the LORD your God. For He is gracious and
compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in
kindness, And renouncing punishment. 14 Who
knows but He may turn and relent, And leave
a blessing behind For meal offering and drink
offering To the LORD your God?

Joel:2-12-14 similar verse. Jonah already knew about Joel.
Writer of Jonah tries to show us how Jonah is different to Moses, a prophet who is ready to sacrifice his
own life. Jonah cares about himself - selfish, and does not care about the people.
Elijah is also a depective Prophet Like Jonah
[4]

1 Kings 19:4≈Jonah 4:3,8

he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. ּוא־ה ַ֤לְך ַּב ִּמ ְד ָּבר֙ דֶּ֣ ֶרְך י֔ ֹום וַ יָּ ֕ב ֹא וַ ֵּ֕י ֶׁשב
ָ  וְ ֽה1Kgs 19:4
He came to a broom bush and sat down under אמר
ֶ ֹּ [א ָ֑חד] וַ יִּ ְׁש ַ֤אל ֶאת־נַ פְׁשֹו֙ ָל ֔מּות וַ ֣י
ֶ ַּ֖ת ַחת ֣ר ֹ ֶתם ֶא ָחת
it, and prayed that he might die. “Enough!” he
ֹא־טֹוב ָאנ ִֹ֖כי ֵמ ֲאב ָֹֽתי׃
֥ ׀ ַ֗רב ַע ָּ֤תה יְ הוָ ה֙ ַ֣קח נַ ְפ ִׁ֔שי ִּֽכי־ל
cried. “Now, O LORD, take my life, for I am no
better than my fathers.” (1 Kgs 19:4)
ח־נא ֶאת־נַ ְפ ִׁ֖שי ִמ ֶּ֑מנִּ י ִּ֛כי ֥טֹוב
ָ֥ הוה ַק
ָ֔ ְ וְ ַע ָּ֣תה יJonah 4:3
Please, LORD, take my life, for I would rather
מֹותי ֵמ ַח ָּֽיי׃ ס
ִ֖
die than live.” (Jonah 4:3)
And when the sun rose, God provided a sultry
east wind; the sun beat down on Jonah’s head, ּ֙וח ָק ִדים
ַ ֹלהים ֤ר
ִ֜  וַ יְ ִ֣הי ׀ ִּכזְ ֣ר ֹ ַח ַה ֶּׁ֗ש ֶמׁש וַ יְ ַ֨מן ֱאJonah 4:8
and he became faint. He begged for death, saying, יֹונה וַ יִּ ְת ַע ָּ֑לף וַ יִּ ְׁש ַ֤אל ֶאת־
ָ֖ ל־ר ֹאׁש
֥ ישית וַ ַּ֥תְך ַה ֶּׁ֛ש ֶמׁש ַע
ִׁ֔ ֲח ִר
“I would rather die than live.” (Jonah 4:8)
מֹותי ֵמ ַח ָּֽיי׃
ִ֖ אמר ֥טֹוב
ֶ ֹּ נַ פְׁשֹו֙ ָל ֔מּות וַ ֕י
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Another prophet Elijah does not do his prophetic job properly. Elijah from rabinnic literature is
nice but biblical Elijah is not kind, blaming the people of Israel. 1 Kgs19. Elijah makes his way to
Mount Horeb, God asks him what are you doing Elijah, I am here because people of Israel has sinned
against you. And I am only one left and they are after me. So does he care about himself or God? Book
of Jonah writer knows about 1Kgs 19:4—Elijah with no mission.
King of Nineveh like a prophet
[5]

Jeremiah 26:3≈Jonah 3:9

Perhaps they will listen and turn back, each from אּולי יִ ְׁש ְמ ֔עּו וְ יָ ֻׁ֕שבּו ִ֖איׁש ִמדַּ ר ְּ֣כֹו ָה ָר ָ֑עה
ַ֣
Jer 26:3
his evil way, that I may renounce the punishment ל־ה ָר ָ֗עה ֲא ֶׁ֨שר ָאנ ִֹ֤כי ח ֵֹׁשב֙ ַל ֲע ׂ֣שֹות ָל ֶ֔הם ִמ ְּפ ֵנ֖י
ָ וְ נִ ַח ְמ ִּ֣תי ֶא
I am planning to bring upon them for their
יהם׃
ֶֽ ֥ר ֹ ַע ַמ ַע ְל ֵל
wicked acts. (Jer 26:3)
Who knows but that God may turn and relent?
ֹלהים וְ ָׁ֛שב ֵמ ֲח ֥רֹון
ִ֑ י־יֹוד ַע יָ ׁ֔שּוב וְ נִ ַ֖חם ָה ֱא
ֵ֣  ִֽמJonah 3:9
He may turn back from His wrath, so that we do
ֹאבד׃
ֵֽ ַא ּ֖פֹו וְ ֥ל ֹא נ
not perish.” (Jonah 3:9)

Jeremiah lived end of 1st temple period and the Exilic time. Jeremiah in Jer 26:3 wants the
people to repent. King of Nineveh takes the role of the prophet. King of Nineveh is not certain, but
who knows what may happen. This brings us to the see how Jonah is different from Moses, different
from Abraham, and also from the concept of Jeremiah. God does not want to destroy, he is a merciful
God.
Real prophet of Deuteronomistic Theology
It brings us to ask the question, what is the prophecy about? In Jerusalem, there is a prophet
(politician—they are all the same. The difference is that prophets have a vision, politicians don’t). There
are so many prophets, they say, ‘so said the lord’ they can say different things(different prophecy), and
who whould we listen to the prophecy?
[7]

Deuteronomy 18:21-22

21 And should you ask yourselves, “How can ת־הדָּ ָ֔בר ֲא ֶׁ֥שר ל ֹא־
ַ ֹאמר ִּב ְל ָב ֶ֑בָך ֵא ָיכה֙ נֵ ַ֣דע ֶא
ַ֖  וְ ִ֥כי ת21
we know that the oracle was not spoken by the הוה וְ ֽל ֹא־יִ ְה ֶ֤יה
ָ֗ ְ ֲא ֶׁש ֩ר יְ ַד ֵּ֨בר ַהנָּ ִ֜ביא ְּב ֵׁ֣שם י22 הוה׃
ָֽ ְִד ְּב ֖רֹו י
LORD?” — 22 if the prophet speaks in the name ֙הוה ְּבזָ דֹון
ָ֑ ְֹא־ד ְּב ֖רֹו י
ִ ַהדָּ ָבר֙ וְ ֣ל ֹא ֔יָבֹוא ֣הּוא ַהדָּ ָ֔בר ֲא ֶׁ֥שר ל
of the LORD and the oracle does not come true,
דִּ ְּב ֣רֹו ַהנָּ ִ֔ביא ֥ל ֹא ָתג֖ ּור ִמ ֶּֽמּנּו׃ ס
that oracle was not spoken by the LORD; the
prophet has uttered it presumptuously: do not
stand in dread of him.
Jeremiah 28:8-9
8 The prophets who lived before you and me עֹולם וַ יִּ ָּ֨נ ְב ֜אּו ֶאל־
ָ֑ ן־ה
ָֽ יאים ֲא ֶׁ֨שר ָהי֧ ּו ְל ָפ ַ֛ני ְּול ָפ ֶנ֖יָך ִמ
ִ֗  ַהנְּ ִב8
from ancient times prophesied war, disaster, ל־מ ְמ ָל ֣כֹות גְּ ד ֹ֔לֹות ְל ִמ ְל ָח ָ֖מה ְּול ָר ָ֥עה
ַ ֲא ָר ֤צֹות ַרּבֹות֙ וְ ַע
and pestilence against many lands and great  ַהנָּ ִ֕ביא ֲא ֶׁ֥שר יִ נָּ ֵ֖בא ְל ָׁש ֑לֹום ְּבב ֹא֙ ְּד ַ֣בר ַהנָּ ִ֗ביא9 ְּול ָֽד ֶבר׃
kingdoms. 9 So if a prophet prophesies good
הוה ֶּב ֱא ֶֽמת׃
ָ֖ ְר־ש ָל ֥חֹו י
ְׁ יִ וָּ ַדע֙ ַהנָּ ִ֔ביא ֲא ֶׁש
fortune, then only when the word of the prophet
comes true can it be known that the LORD really
sent him.”

BIBLIA Academic Lectures • JONAH 6

Jeremiah 8:7-8
7 Even the stork in the sky knows her seasons, ] ֙][סיס
ִ ְיה וְ ֤ת ֹר וְ סּוס [ו
ָ ֹוע ֶ֔ד
ֲ יָ�ֽד ָעה֙ ֽמ
ְ ם־ח ִס ָ֣ידה ַב ָּׁש ַ֗מיִ ם
ֲ ַּ ג7
And the turtledove, swift, and crane Keep the הוה׃
ָֽ ְיָ�ֽד ֔עּו ֵ֖את ִמ ְׁש ַּ֥פט י
ְ ת־עת ב ָֹּ֑אנָ ה וְ ַע ִּ֕מי ֣ל ֹא
ֵ֣ וְ ָעג֔ ּור ָׁש ְמ ֖רּו ֶא
time of their coming; But My people pay no heed הוה ִא ָּ֑תנּו ָא ֵכן֙ ִה ֵּ֣נה
ָ֖ ְתֹורת י
ַ֥ ְאמרּו֙ ֲח ָכ ִ֣מים ֲא ַ֔נ ְחנּו ו
ְ ֹ  ֵא ָ֤יכה ֽת8
To the law of the LORD. 8 How can you say,
ַל ֶּׁ֣ש ֶקר ָע ָׂ֔שה ֵ֖עט ֶׁ֥ש ֶקר ס ְֹפ ִֽרים׃
“We are wise, And we possess the Instruction of
the LORD”? Assuredly, for naught has the pen
labored, For naught the scribes!

Deut18:21 answers our question. e.g.1 you will win a lottery tomorrow and if you don’t then I am
wrong. E.g.2 But if you behave unwell then you will die. So in Jeremiah 28:8-9. Cult of the temple
in Jerusalem. Two prophets conflict each other. Jeremiah gives us the new criterion for true and false
prophet. Criterion fro Deuteronomy in relevant for only peace prophecy, e.g. .something good, but
if I threaten you, then these prophecy does not need to come true. If someone threatens you with a
disaster then I don’t want it to happen.
Jonah is old school and goes by the book of Deuteronomy. All prophecies have been materialized and
do not want his record to look bad and to forgive Nineveh and do not want to go there. Because
people will say that he is a lie, but the book of Jonan writer goes by the new criterion offered by
Jeremiah. Threat does not need to be materialized. This prophecy of destruction does not need to
come true.
Jonah is about mercy, encouraging people to repent. Repenting and mercy is important and God does
not want punishment. To push people to repent to avoid punishment. Jonah is an anti prophet. Not a
prophet, prophet that we don’t want to see. Bible does not want us to worship biblical character, there
is not perfect character. Biblical characters are vehicles of the ideas of the writers whom are trying to
convey to us. Even Moses is not perfect, Abraham, Jacob. But through the book of Jonah we can see
what is mercy and repentance.
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JESUS AND JONAH
Claire Pfann
University of the Holy Land

Professors Shinan, Zakovitch, and Mr. Lee (Ph.D cand.) distinguished scholars and student of
BIBLIA. I am honored to have been invited to participate in this inaugural seminar of BIBLIA and to
speak today on the subject of “Jesus and Jonah.” This paper will present the New Testament pericopes
in which Jonah appears, explore the development of these passages, and address the historical-cultural
setting in which such a saying of Jesus would have meaning.
You are undoubtedly already aware that Jonah is mentioned in only three passages in the New
Testament, twice in the Gospel of Matthew and once in the Gospel of Luke. Jonah makes no
appearance in the Gospel of John and is of little interest, it would seem, to the authors of the epistles
or of Revelation.
Jesus himself however mentions this minor prophet, in sayings appearing in Matthew 12 and 16
(a doublet to chapter 12) and Luke 11. This appearance of Jonah in sayings of Jesus boosts Jonah’s
importance as a subject of inquiry. Moreover, we would be mistaken to think that these few mentions
of Jonah make for an easy and simple assessment of the meaning of Jonah for Jesus or his hearers. In
fact, in examining the place of Jonah in the gospel sayings, we are presented with an excellent example
of the complex process of gospel writing in the early Christian communities.
In examining the sayings in Matthew and Luke, I invite you to turn to the handout. As you can
see, four columns are presented here, from left to right: Mark 8:11-13, Matt. 16:1-4, Matt. 12:38-42
and Luke 11:16, 29-32. While Mark 8 does not mention Jonah, its structure is important for our
discussion. The texts have been color-coded to highlight specifically parallel material to help us better
see the relationship among them. Red indicates words or phrases shared by all three gospel writers;
green material shared only by Mark and Matthew; blue material shared by Matthew and Luke, and
brown material shared by Mark and Luke.
In approaching this text we are immediately struck by several features and phrases. First of all,
we see how all three gospels shared a common tradition of Jesus being approached with a request for
a “sign from heaven” σημεῖον ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ (Mark 8:11; Matt 16:1; Luke 11:16). This request is
characterized in negative language as a “test,” thereby indicating the hostile or antagonistic attitude
of the seekers. These passages are the only occurrences of “sign from heaven” in the New Testament
and indicate on the seekers’ part a desire for a dramatic, miraculous, unquestionable sign from God.
The expectation is that Jesus cannot produce such an act on demand and will thereby fail and lose
his popular support.1
The seekers are variously identified: in Mark as the Pharisees, in Matt. 16 as “the Pharisees and
Sadducees” (an odd partnership as they were themselves at odds with one another), and in Matt. 12
as “the scribes and Pharisees.” Luke ascribes the request to the more non-specific “others.”
1
Harrington, Matthew, 243. In the LXX, σημεῖον most frequently translates אות, and is
used of striking acts of God (the plagues of Egypt), remarkable markers of covenant (circumcision),
or of God’s activity on behalf of mankind or Israel (the rainbow as a promise of no worldwide
destruction by flood).
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Mark’s Sign from Heaven
New Testament scholars have long sought to explain the relationship among the gospels of Mark,
Matthew and Luke. Because the introductory statement in Mark 8 is virtually identical to those
in Matthew and Luke, I have included Mark’s pericope here. In fact, this material is exemplary for
illustrating the most widely held view of the formation of the Synoptic Gospels, the “Two Source”
theory. It suggests, based on the shared narrative sequence and chronology of Mark, Matthew and
Luke, that the Gospel of Mark provided the narrative base for these gospels. In addition, due to the
approximately 230 verses shared almost verbatim by Matthew and Luke (which are primarily sayings of
Jesus), a second, hypothetical collection of Jesus’ sayings once existed, known as “Q” (for the German
“Quelle” or “source), which was available to both Matthew and Luke. Thus adherents of this theory
suggest that the writer of the Gospel of Matthew worked with three sets of material: a version of the
Gospel of Mark, a collection of sayings of Jesus (“Q”), and material that he alone had (including, for
example, his infancy narrative and resurrection appearances, sayings about Peter, and parables such as
the Ten Virgins). He crafted these sources into what we today call the Gospel of Matthew. Luke had
at his disposal a version of the Gospel of Mark, “Q,” and unique material (including, his infancy and
resurrection material and many famous parables such as the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son).
The four sources discernible in the Synoptic Gospels, then, are Mark, Q, Matthew’s unique material,
and Luke’s unique material. While this hypothesis cannot explain all the phenomena of the Synoptic
Gospels, it remains the best working solution to the synoptic puzzle.2
Let us now examine the sayings in each of the gospels. As you look closely at the page, you see
that Mark provides a coherent pericope in which Jesus is asked for a significant miracle (a “sign from
heaven”) by his sparring partners, the Pharisees. In the context of Mark, Jesus has spent the previous
seven chapters of the gospel teaching, preaching, doing many powerful miracles and exhibiting his
authority over all realms: healing illness, delivering from demonic oppression, raising the dead,
calming wind and waves, walking on water, and providing miraculous feedings of thousands in
wilderness settings. Mark, the gospel writer who allows the human Jesus to express his emotions,
notes the distress felt by Jesus at the demand for yet another dramatic miracle. How much more do
they need to understand who he is? He has given enough. His answer: No sign shall be given.
The Shared Saying of Matthew and Luke
As we turn now to Matthew and Luke, we see that they share Mark’s introductory question.
However, the pericopes in these gospels are much longer and take a surprising turn. Rather than the
stark refusal: “No sign shall be given,” we find that in both Luke and Matthew a sign is given. As we
look at Matt. 12 and Luke 11, we see the dramatic verbal similarities in the description of the sign,
as indicated by the large quantity of material in blue in the last two columns. Because this is shared
verbal material and because the sayings fall in different places in these gospels, the sayings in Matt.
12 and Luke 11 are understood to be from a tradition which preserved such sayings of Jesus in a
non-narrative framework. The striking verbal similarities indicate that these authors had access to a
2
David de Silva writes: “If one retains a flexible conception of Q (probably a written
collection, but still quite possibly a cipher for shared oral tradition), the two-source hypothesis
remains the most viable explanation advanced to date …. According to this view, then, both
Matthew and Luke respect Mark’s achievement, and both build on his foundation. Mark’s vision
of Jesus’ messiahship and the nature of discipleship, for example is fully taken up by Matthew and
Luke. Each wants, however, to add a number of dimensions to the presentation of Jesus to the
church. This purpose is reflected in the actual differences, the ways in which Matthew and Luke
have used Mark, contextualized material from Q and incorporated still other traditions special to
each.” 170
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virtually identical source, which they placed within their narratives about Jesus (Matthew in a series
of confrontations with his opponents; Luke within the “travel narrative” of chapters 9-18, as Jesus
travelled to Jerusalem from the Galilee). In the case of Matthew, the saying was further adapted and
expanded upon in a way that was deeply meaningful for his community.
We see that in both Gospels Jesus strongly denounces his opponents as “an evil and adulterous
generation.” Note that Luke omits “adulterous,” a small change that may indicate that the Biblical
notion of the relationship between God and his people being like a marriage (Hosea 1-3; Ezek. 16:8)
would not be meaningful to Luke’s primarily Gentile Christian readership. “An evil generation” is
more easily understood.
Both writers concur that the only sign to be given will be “the sign of Jonah.” No mass feedings,
no additional healings or deliverance, no miracles over nature or death.
Luke’s Sign of Jonah
But what is “the sign of Jonah?” Luke may preserve the simpler form of the saying, in which
Jonah parallels the Son of Man (Jesus) and the men of Nineveh parallel “this generation.” How Jonah
was a sign to the men of Nineveh is made clear in vs. 32, separated somewhat awkwardly from the
introduction in vss. 29-30 by the appearance of the Queen of the South (Sheba). In vs. 32 Jesus
explains the relationship between the Ninevites and Jonah: Jonah preached to them and they received
the message of YHWH, as evidenced by their repentance.
The focus on the preaching of Jonah, which was not accompanied by signs and wonders, supports
the setting in which Luke has placed this saying. In Luke 11, Jesus has cast out a demon (vs. 14)
and debate over the source of his miraculous power has followed (vss. 15-26). One of the crowd, a
woman, blesses Jesus’ mother (“the womb that bore him and the breasts that suckled him,” vs. 27).”
On the contrary, Jesus responds, “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it” (vs. 28).
This emphasis on the teaching and revelation of the word of God through Jesus immediately precedes
the request for a sign. Enough, Jesus says, are the signs that have been done. Hear the word! As the
Ninevites heard Jonah and repented, so this generation should hear the Son of Man and repent. For
Jonah did no miracles, he brought only the word, yet the Ninevites repented. One much greater than
Jonah is here; one who has been confirmed as Prophet by the extraordinary miracles worked through
his hands. This generation should hear his word and keep it.
The appearance of the Queen of the South in vs. 31 is framed by the Jonah sayings. Thematically,
it shares the focus on the teaching ministry of Jesus in which the wisdom of YHWH has been
revealed. Luke likes to pair male and female characters (e.g., Simeon and Anna, ch. 2; Naaman the
Syrian and the Widow of Zarephath, ch. 4; the Twelve and the women who follow Jesus, ch. 8, to
name just a few examples) and here finds an acceptable female balance to the testimony of the men
of Nineveh. Both sets of witnesses are Gentiles, both respond to the teaching/wisdom of YHWH’s
anointed, both will condemn the men of Jesus’ generation who, presented with the wisdom revealed
in teaching of Jesus, failed to acknowledge his identity. As Luke will note later in the Parable of the
Rich Man and Lazarus, when the Rich Man asks Abraham to send Lazarus back, the word alone
should have been sufficient to bring to faith:

And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, (28) for I have five brothers, so
that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ (29) But Abraham said, ‘They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ (30) And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if some
one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ (31) He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and
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the prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.’ (Luke 16:27-31)

Matthew’s Sign of Jonah
Let us now examine Matthew’s presentation of the sign of Jonah in Matthew 12. We note that
no mention is made of a sign “from heaven,” but the implication is still that the demand is for a
miraculous act by Jesus. Matthew presents the sayings about the men of Nineveh and the Queen of
the South verbatim with Luke (a striking Q parallel), with the exception that the order of the sayings
is reversed and the statements referring to Jonah and the Ninevites are grouped together. What is
remarkable about Matthew’s presentation is the expansion that he provides on what exactly is the “sign
of Jonah.” While vs. 41 preserves the Lukan (Q?) understanding of the repentance of the Ninevites
at the preaching of Jonah being the sign, vs. 40 introduces an additional explicit interpretation of
Jonah’s three days and nights in the belly of a great fish being a prophetic anticipation of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. Certainly this became a meaningful interpretation for Matthew’s community as
it reflected on the crisis of Jesus’ death and burial and the unexpected deliverance manifested in his
resurrection.3 The sign of Jonah in Matt. 12 becomes multivalent and includes both the teaching
aspect of Jesus’ ministry as well as the miracle of his resurrection.
The Matthean Jonah Doublet
The doublets in Matthew’s gospel are a well-known feature (two demoniacs, two donkeys, two
blind men healed, two statements on divorce, two statements on finding and losing, etc.), so we are
not surprised to find two statements on the sign of Jonah. The second occurs in Matthew 16 and
preserves the Markan frame of Mark 8:11-13 almost in its entirety, with the omission only of Jesus’
deep distress (“And he sighed deeply in his spirit” Mark 8:12), an expression of human emotion with
which both Matthew and Luke are evidently uncomfortable. In the middle of this pericope, Matthew
has placed another saying of Jesus, a meteorological observation (Matt 16:2-3). A similar but not
identical parallel to this saying is found in Luke’s Gospel in Luke 12:54-56, where it is not identified
as the sign of Jonah. Matthew’s statement is absent in some important early manuscripts for reasons
that are not apparent.4 Bock suggests that the doublet is included here to emphasize that despite the
on-going teaching and healing ministry of Jesus, nothing is changing in the exchange between him
and his opponents: sufficient miracles have been worked without evoking a response of faith.5
Jesus, A Galilean Prophet
In the closing in minutes of this paper, I would like to review the historical, regional setting of
this statement of Jesus. The Synoptic Gospels have a simple shared narrative framework: baptism by
John, ministry in the Galilee, journey to Jerusalem, passion, death and resurrection. Jesus spends
considerable time itinerating among the Galilean towns and villages, directing his teaching and
healing ministry to the Jews living there, and in rare cases expressing the beneficence of YHWH to
select Gentiles (the Syro-Phoenician woman, the Roman Centurion, the Gerasene demoniac).
The region in which his ministry transpired had been a place of intense prophetic activity in
Israel’s history: Elijah and Elisha did mighty works in this area as they travelled from the Jordan
Valley, through the Jezreel to Carmel and back. Elisha stayed in Shunem and raised the rich woman’s
3
Bock 192.
4
Harrington suggests that it may have been omitted to conform to local weather conditions
or it may have been added on the basis of Luke 12 or a similar source; Matthew, 243.
5
Bock, ibid.
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son (2 Kings 4). Shunem, located on the north side of Mt. Moreh, is a short walk from Nain, located
on the south side of Mt. Moreh, where Jesus, in a miracle parallel to that of Elisha, raised the widow’s
son (Luke 7). Both these towns are only a few kilometers from Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth.

Luke describes the excited response of the people to this miracle: “Fear seized them all; and they
glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ and ‘God has visited his people!’” (Luke
7:16). This statement, together with the comment in Luke 4 where Jesus chides his audience in the
synagogue in Nazareth, is very evocative:

But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut
up three years and six months, when there came a great famine over all the land; (26) and Elijah was sent
to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. (27) And
there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha; and none of them was cleansed, but
only Naaman the Syrian.” (Luke 4:25-27)

These statements highlight the historic memory in this region of the activities of the 9th century
northern prophets and the hopeful expectation among 1st century Galilean Jews of a new visitation
of God’s power in their day through his prophet. Could Jesus be that prophet?
The Gospels record the ongoing discussion over Jesus the healer and preacher, a discussion that
reached even to the religious and political elite: “King Herod [Antipas] heard of it; for Jesus’ name
had become known. Some said, ‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; that is why these
powers are at work in him.’ (15) But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like
one of the prophets of old’” (Mark 6:14-15).
Jesus preached and practiced a radical understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven in which the
uninitiated, marginalized and non-elite might have a place at the Eschatological Banquet, and in
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which the religious elite might be excluded (Luke 14).6 Traditional institutions of religious power
and wealth were rejected and dependence on YHWH’s divine provision in a “Jubilee” dispensation
was adopted (Luke 4:16-21). Jesus the prophet was enacting by his lifestyle and in his words his
understanding of what YHWH wanted to do to implement the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.
This challenge was difficult for many to accept (“A prophet is not without honor, except in his own
country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. (5) And he could do no mighty work there,
except that he laid his hands upon a few sick people and healed them. (6) And he marveled because of
their unbelief.” Mark 4:4-6) and alienated the religious elite of Jesus’ day, leading to countless debates
with the Pharisees and eventually to his arrest at the instigation of the chief priests.
It is against this backdrop of intense eschatological and prophetic hope among Jews in the Galilee,
where Jesus preached and healed like one of the prophets of old, that the figure of Jonah the prophet
finds its real resonance. The people hope for wonder-working prophets like Elijah and Elisha. Jesus’
opponents ask for additional miraculous signs. Weary that his audience was not understanding and
embracing his teaching and the meaning of his miracles, Jesus reached into the historic memory of
the region and drew upon another northern prophet, Jonah, born in Gath-Hepher according to 2
Kings 14:25, a few kilometers north of Nazareth. Jonah was a preacher of repentance whose audience
received the message of YHWH delivered through him. Jonah was not a worker of miracles, but a
prophet who experienced divine deliverance. If any further prophetic sign was to be given to Jesus’
skeptical audience, it would be a familiar one, drawn from the scripture, with a simple message:
Repent and recognize the visitation of the Lord. And hidden within the Jonah saying (and also that of
the Queen of the South) was the subtle anticipation that even Gentiles could be responsive to God’s
message through Jesus (perhaps more responsive than his Jewish audience), as they had been to God’s
message through Jonah and the wisdom of Solomon. Gentiles, too, would one day find a place in the
Kingdom of Heaven as understood by Jesus.

6
For further reading on Jesus’ prophetic vision of the Kingdom of Heaven, see, for example,
Sean Freyne, Jesus: A Jewish Galilean (London: T&T Clark, 2004).
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JONAH IN THE SECOND TEMPLE JEWISH LITERATURE
Prof. Yair Zakovitch

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
[1] Sirach 49:10
May the bones of the twelve prophets rise to new life, because these men encouraged the people of Israel
and saved them with confident hope.
[2] 3 Maccabees 6:
[1]Then a certain Eleazar, famous among the priests of the country, who had attained a ripe old age
and throughout his life had been adorned with every virtue, directed the elders around him to cease
calling upon the holy God and prayed as follows: [2] «King of great power, Almighty God Most High,
governing all creation with mercy, [3] look upon the descendants of Abraham, O Father, upon the
children of the sainted Jacob, a people of your consecrated portion who are perishing as foreigners in a
foreign land. [4] Pharaoh with his abundance of chariots, the former ruler of this Egypt, exalted with
lawless insolence and boastful tongue, you destroyed together with his arrogant army by drowning
them in the sea, manifesting the light of your mercy upon the nation of Israel.[5] Sennacherib exulting
in his countless forces, oppressive king of the Assyrians, who had already gained control of the whole
world by the spear and was lifted up against your holy city, speaking grievous words with boasting and
insolence, you, O Lord, broke in pieces, showing your power to many nations. [6] The three companions
in Babylon who had voluntarily surrendered their lives to the flames so as not to serve vain things, you
rescued unharmed, even to a hair, moistening the fiery furnace with dew and turning the flame against
all their enemies. [7] Daniel, who through envious slanders was cast down into the ground to lions as
food for wild beasts, you brought up to the light unharmed.
[8] And Jonah, wasting away in the belly of a huge, sea-born monster, you, Father, watched over and
restored unharmed to all his family.

This is the speech by Eleazar, before the war with Maccabees with the Greeks- mentioning
many favours God did for the people of Israel. Finished in verse 8. Jonah returns back home,
Jonah standing far away from city of Nineveh and waiting to see what will happen there.
Author did not care to give us information, but early as 1st BCE of the Maccabees, there
were traditions that Jonah returned home unharmed. He had a family? Maybe? Returning
home peacefully? Speech of Eleazar does not concern us at this time.

[3] Tobit 14: 3-4:
And when he was very aged he called his son, and the sons of his son, and said to him, My son, take
thy children; for, behold, I am aged, and am ready to depart out of this life. Go into Media my son,
for I surely believe those things which Jonas [Nahum] the prophet spoke of Nineve, that it shall be
overthrown; and that for a time peace shall rather be in Media; and that our brethren shall lie scattered
in the earth from that good land: and Jerusalem shall be desolate, and the house of God in it shall be
burned, and shall be desolate for a time.
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[4] Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, VIII, chp. 10:
Now I cannot but think it necessary for me, who have promised to give an accurate account of our
affairs, to describe the actions of this prophet, so far as I have found them written down in the Hebrew
books. Jonah had been commanded by God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh; and when he was there,
to publish it in that city, how it should lose the dominion it had over the nations. But he went not, out
of fear; nay, he ran away from God to the city of Joppa, and finding a ship there, he went into it, and
sailed to Tarsus, in Cilicia (19) and upon the rise of a most terrible storm, which was so great that the
ship was in danger of sinking, the mariners, the master, and the pilot himself, made prayers and vows,
in case they escaped the sea: but Jonah lay still and covered [in the ship,] without imitating anything
that the others did; but as the waves grew greater, and the sea became more violent by the winds, they
suspected, as is usual in such cases, that some one of the persons that sailed with them was the occasion
of this storm, and agreed to discover by lot which of them it was. When they had cast lots, (20) the lot
fell upon the prophet; and when they asked him whence he came, and what he had done? he replied, that
he was a Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of Almighty God; and he persuaded them to cast him into the
sea, if they would escape the danger they were in, for that he was the occasion of the storm which was
upon them. Now at the first they durst not do so, as esteeming it a wicked thing to cast a man who was
a stranger, and who had committed his life to them, into such manifest perdition; but at last, when their
misfortune overbore them, and the ship was just going to be drowned, and when they were animated
to do it by the prophet himself, and by the fear concerning their own safety, they cast him into the sea;
upon which the sea became calm. It is also reported that Jonah was swallowed down by a whale, and that
when he had been there three days, and as many nights, he was vomited out upon the Euxine Sea, and
this alive, and without any hurt upon his body; and there, on his prayer to God, he obtained pardon for
his sins, and went to the city Nineveh, where he stood so as to be heard, and preached, that in a very
little time they should lose the dominion of Asia. And when he had published this, he returned. Now I
have given this account about him as I found it written in our books.

Josephus, reading last 5 lines. Jonah eaten by a whale/big fish, when in the fish for 3 days
he was then vomited out at the black sea, he prayed to God, repented for his sins and then
went to the city of Nineveh where he stood and preached and then he returned. Only one
part of the story skipping 3/4chapter of Jonah by Josephus. Josephus-1st century Jewish guy
stops telling the story from here. Why? Josephus and Maccabees do not want us to be left
with open mouth.

[5] Mishnah Taanit 2:1:
What is the order of procedure on the fast days? The ark is carried out into the open place of the town
and wood-ashes are strewn upon it upon the head of the Patriarch … The elder among them addresses
them in words of exhortation saying: Brethren, of the people of Nineveh it is not said <and God saw
their sackcloth and their fasting> but <and God saw their works that they turned from their evil way>.

You cannot understand anything that happens with Jonah for Palestinians during the
3rd, 4th centuries of Palestine. Christianity was completed at that time in Israel especially
in the region Galilee. Jonah prose problem for rabbis, this literature was written by ancient
rabbis. ‘ חזלhazal’ in 1st century and gave important texts such as Mishnah Taanit 2:1. 2nd
century-Christianity began to be more religious. In 3rd/4th century Christianity becomes a
threat to Judaism. Most holy day of Jewish calendar is yomkipuu(most holy day of Israel) first
day of the month when you fast Fasting. Yom-ki-pu literature, in Synagogues, Jonah liturgy
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is read. Book of Jonah is known as a book of repentance. People hoping for a better year, not
to sin again.
Why was the book of Jonah a problem for rabbis? Book of Jonah was understood by
ancient Christians as anticipation of the fellow of Jesus, only person in the Hebrew bible
who disappeared for 3 days. Jonah was a book for Christians. Fish is an ancient symbol for
Christianity for returning from death. God is sending a prophet to the Gentiles. Sending
a prophet to gentiles in Nineveh to ask them to repent and they do it not by kosher food
or keeping Shabbat, etc. But to repent and believe in God for the people of Nineveh.
Belief was so important. Nineveh was not destroyed. Socially repenting! This is a problem
because rabbinic structure does not talk about God giving message to nations. Roman legion
collapsed and they looked for something new. Judaism was a problem because all male
had to be circumcised. People were afraid to join Judaism whereas Christianity had grace
without circumcision, all various demands, and commands of Judaism. Jonah played against
Jewish mission. You can receive God’s grace by just belief. Book of Jonah was a problem for
Israel. In ancient time, it was not understood as a book of repentance. People understood it
as a book of God’s mercy, God’s mercy on everything, insects, flowers, and people. God had
mercy on the people of Nineveh.
Mishnah was composed in 1st/2nd century. Some are early and some later. In the
mishnah, there is a discussion on what is done of fast days. Rain is not coming down. People
are farmers, agriculture. Without rain there was no life. Mishnah is telling us what the order
of procedure is on the fast days.
Ark is taken out into the open place of town, wood ashes put on top of the patriarch that
is symbol of morning. People wear clothes of exaltation and sing. God’s grace is to mean
that one should turn away from evil ways that is not praying, not fasting nor putting on
the sacks. To receive grace you must return from evil ways. Then God’s grace and reign will
come down. People in Nineveh are a good example as to how to behave when approaching
God. Not external way of fasting, praying, putting things on your chest etc., but to behave
correctly to God and to turn away from evil way. This is the 1st century Mishnah. They are
a small group in Jerusalem, small community that Paul walked passed. This was not a threat
to Judaism at this time.

[6] Babylonian Talmud Taanit 16a:
<Let them turn every one from his evil way and from the violence that is in their hands> – What is meant
by <the violence that is their hands>? Said Samuel: If one had stolen a joist - even though he had used it in
the building of a fort - he tore down the entire fort and restored the joist to its owner.
[7] Palestinian Talmud Taanit 2:5 (65b):
Said R. Simon b. of Lakish: The repentance of the people of Nineveh was a false one … they «turned from
their evil ways and from the violence [ ]חמסthat was in their hands>. Said R. Yohanan: They returned only

what was found in their hands, but what they have put away in boxes, cases and chests they did
not return.

Two texts are found, one composed in Babylonia in far north east and one in Israel. Jews
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did not encounter Christianity in the far north, because it was Persian Empire and not a
big influence. Christianity was not a problem and remained yet a small religion not to be
competed, therefore not posing a problem at this time.
Talmud is asking, What is meant by violence? Samuel replies, in Babylonian sage 3rd
century, if one had stolen a joist for building a fort. You must tore down the entire building
and repay the joist that was stolen. People will destroy the whole building to return a little
piece of wood. Example of Mishnah in text Mishnah Taanit 2:1, one example of Nineveh’s
repentance. People of Nineveh according to Babylonian sage repented in extreme way.

[8] Palestinian Talmud Sukkah 5:1 (55a):
A story is told about R. Levi and Yehudah b. Nachman who were paid two Selas for gathering the
congregation before R. Johanan. R. Levi entered and preached: <Jonah the son of Amittai was from
the tribe of Asher, as it is written «Asher did not dispossess the inhabitants of Acco or the inhabitants
of Sidon» and it is written «Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon»>. R. Yohanan entered and preached:
<Jonah the son of Amittai was from the tribe of Zebulun, as it is written «The third lot emerged for
the Zebulunites» and it is written «from there it ran to the east, toward the sunrise to Gath Hepher, to
Eth-Katzin and to Rimmon» and it is written «in accordance with the promise that the Lord the God of
Israel had made through his servant the prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gath Hepher»>. In another
Sabbath said R. Levi to Yehudah b. Nachman: Take for yourself these two Selas and you go and gather
the congregation before R. Yohanan>. He entered and said: «R. Yohanan spoke well: His mother was
from Asher and his father from Zebulun>.
[9] Midrash Psalms 26:7:
The son of the widow of Zarephath, that is to say Jonah, the son of Amittai, was a completely righteous
man. He was tried when the fish swallowed him and was tried again in the depth of the sea but he did
not die … and while still alive, entered into his glory, into the Garden of Eden.

Palestinian Talmud-Galilee 270BCE, 60 years before Christianity becoming official
religion of the empire. One of the sages of the Galilee mentions that in Mishnah, repentance
of Nineveh was a forced one. Such contradiction, as they turned away from their evil ways,
in their hands, they will pay only what was in their hand. ‘Ramaud-they cheated.’ Rabbis
in Israel could not understand the Mishnah of Jonah as a successful one. They could not
believe that Gentiles could repent to God by just believing in him and proving their social
relationship. That is why they had to describe the book of Jonah not as a book of Repentance,
but still a part of cannon. Israel and Palestinian sources see it as God’s mercy. Christian
understanding of the book of Jonah in Israel as God’s mercy. Reading Yom-kipur is an idea
of repentance. e.g. Book of Jonah, Jonah was not read until 7th century when Muslims came
to Israel. Until this time Jonah Yom-kipur was read in Babylon and was not a problem, but
in Israel a problem. At the time when Islam came to Israel, Yom-kipur book of Jonah was
read as a book of repentance. Yom-kipur as a prophet Elijah. 454 prophets God is the only
one. When Islam came Christianity posed no more problems to Judaism. Rabbis in the land
of Israel.
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Turning to Josephus, how did he dare to tell us Jonah went to Nineveh for the first
time (with prophecy) and returned? What about repentance? Why did he skip the last two
chapters of Jonah? He promised to give an accurate account, but why did he skip? Josephus
scholars talk about Christianity, being a problem for Roman Empire. Time when Romans
Empire persecuted Christians. Roman Empire did whatever they could to crucify people.
Josephus was paid by the Roman Empire, and given pension to write books about Judaism
for Romans. Josephus was clever to understand that the reader in the court of the emperor
could be unpleased so skipped the last two chapters.
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Reading Materials
A. Biblical Verses
by Prof. Zakovitch
[1] 2 Kings 14:25-26
It was he who restored the territory of Israel
from Lebo-hamath to the sea of the Arabah, in
accordance with the promise that the LORD,
the God of Israel, had made through His servant,
the prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gathhepher. For the LORD saw the very bitter plight
of Israel, with neither bond nor free left, and
with none to help Israel.

ד־ים
ָ֣  ֗הּוא ֵה ִׁשיב֙ ֶאת־גְּ ֣בּול יִ ְׂש ָר ֵ֔אל ִמ ְּל ֥בֹוא ֲח ָ֖מת ַע25
ד־ע ְב ּ֞דֹו
ַ ַֹלהי יִ ְׂש ָר ֵ֔אל ֲא ֶׁ֣שר דִּ ֶּ֗בר ְּבי
ֵ֣ ָה ֲע ָר ָ֑בה ִּכ ְד ַ֤בר יְ הוָ ה֙ ֱא
הוה
ָ֛ ְי־ר ָ֧אה י
ָ  ִּכ26 ן־א ִמ ַּתי֙ ַהנָּ ִ֔ביא ֲא ֶׁ֖שר ִמ ַּ֥גת ַה ֵֽח ֶפר׃
ֲ יֹונה ֶב
ָ֤
ת־ע ִ֥ני יִ ְׂש ָר ֵ֖אל מ ֶֹ֣רה ְמ ֑א ֹד וְ ֶ֤א ֶפס ָעצּור֙ וְ ֶ֣א ֶפס ָעז֔ ּוב וְ ֵ֥אין ע ֵֹ֖זר
ֳ ֶא
ְליִ ְׂש ָר ֵֽאל׃

[2] Genesis 18:21≈Jonah 1:2
I will go down to see whether they have acted
altogether according to the outcry that has
reached Me; if not, I will take note.” (Gen
18:21)
Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim judgment upon it; for their wickedness
has come before Me. (Jonah 1:2)

ה־נא וְ ֶא ְר ֶ֔אה ַה ְּכ ַצ ֲע ָק ָ֛תּה ַה ָּ֥ב ָאה ֵא ַ֖לי ָע ׂ֣שּו
ָּ֣  ֵֽא ֲר ָדGen 18:21
ם־ל ֹא ֵא ָֽד ָעה׃
֖ ׀ ָּכ ָ֑לה וְ ִא
יה ִּֽכי־
ָ ּוק ָ֣רא ָע ֶ֑ל
ְ דֹולה
ָ֖ ְּל־נינְ ֵ֛וה ָה ִ֥עיר ַהג
ִֽ  קּו֠ם ֵ֧לְך ֶאJonah 1:2
ָע ְל ָ֥תה ָר ָע ָ֖תם ְל ָפ ָֽני׃

Genesis 18:25≈Jonah 3:4
Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring
death upon the innocent as well as the guilty,
so that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it
from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal
justly?” (Gen 18:25)
Jonah started out and made his way into the city
the distance of one day’s walk, and proclaimed:
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” (Jonah 3:4)

֙ ָח ִ֨ל ָלה ְּל ָ֜ך ֵמ ֲע ֣ש ֹׂת ׀ כַּדָּ ָ֣בר ַה ֶּ֗זה ְל ָה ִ֤מית ַצדִּ יקGen 18:25
ל־ה ָ֔א ֶרץ
ָ ם־ר ָׁ֔שע וְ ָה ָ֥יה ַכצַּדִּ֖ יק ָּכ ָר ָׁ֑שע ָח ִ֣ל ָלה ָּ֔לְך ֲהש ֵֹׁפט֙ ָּכ
ָ ִע
֥ל ֹא יַ ֲע ֶׂ֖שה ִמ ְׁש ָּֽפט׃
֙ וַ ָּ֤י ֶחל יֹונָ ה֙ ָל ֣בֹוא ָב ִ֔עיר ַמ ֲה ַ֖לְך י֣ ֹום ֶא ָ֑חד וַ יִּ ְק ָראJonah 3:4
ֹּאמר ֚עֹוד ַא ְר ָּב ִ֣עים י֔ ֹום וְ ִֽנינְ ֵ֖וה נֶ ְה ָּֽפ ֶכת׃
ַ֔ וַ י

Genesis 20:7
Therefore, restore the man’s wife — since he is a
prophet, he will intercede for you — to save your
life. If you fail to restore her, know that you shall
die, you and all that are yours.

ת־ה ִאיׁש֙ ִּֽכי־נָ ִ֣ביא ֔הּוא וְ יִ ְת ַּפ ֵּ֥לל ַּֽב ַע ְד ָ֖ך
ָ  וְ ַע ָּ֗תה ָה ֵׁ֤שב ֵֽא ֶׁש7
ל־א ֶׁשר־
ֲ י־מֹות ָּת ֔מּות ַא ָּ֖תה וְ ָכ
֣ ם־אינְ ָ֣ך ֵמ ִׁ֗שיב ֚דַּ ע ִּכ
ֵֽ ֶֽו ְח ֵ֑יה וְ ִא
ָֽלְך׃

Genesis 18:29-30≈Jonah 3:10
But he spoke to Him again, and said, “What if
forty should be found there?” And He answered,
“I will not do it, for the sake of the forty.” 30
And he said, “Let not my Lord be angry if I go
on: What if thirty should be found there?” And
He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty
there.” (Gen 18:29)

אּולי יִ ָּמ ְצ ֥אּון ָׁ֖שם
ַ֛ ֹּאמר
ַ֔  וַ ֨י ֹּ ֶסף ֜עֹוד ְל ַד ֵּ֤בר ֵא ָליו֙ וַ יGen 18:29
ֹּאמר
ֶ  וַ ֠י3 0 אמר֙ ֣ל ֹא ֶֽא ֱע ֶׂ֔שה ַּב ֲע ֖בּור ָה ַא ְר ָּב ִֽעים׃
ֶ ֹּ ַא ְר ָּב ִ֑עים וַ ֙י
֙אמר
ֶ ֹּ ֹלשים וַ ֙י
ִׁ֑ אּולי יִ ָּמ ְצ ֥אּון ָׁ֖שם ְׁש
ַ֛ ל־נא ִ֤י ַחר ַֽלאד ֹנָ י֙ וַ ֲא ַד ֵּ֔ב ָרה
ָ֞ ַא
ֹלשים׃
ִֽׁ ם־א ְמ ָ֥צא ָׁ֖שם ְׁש
ֶ ֣ל ֹא ֶֽא ֱע ֶׂ֔שה ִא
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God saw what they did, how they were turning
back from their evil ways. And God renounced
the punishment He had planned to bring upon
them, and did not carry it out. (Jonah 3:10)

י־שבּו ִמדַּ ְר ָּ֣כם
ָׁ֖ יהם ִּכ
ֶ֔ ת־מ ֲע ֵׂש
ַ֣ ֹלהים֙ ֶֽא
ִ  וַ יַּ� ְ֤רא ָֽה ֱאJonah 3:10
ׂשֹות־ל ֶ֖הם
ָ
ל־ה ָר ָ֛עה ֲא ֶׁשר־דִּ ֶּ֥בר ַל ֲע
ָ ֹלהים ַע
ִ֗ ָה ָר ָ֑עה וַ יִּ ָּ֣נ ֶחם ָה ֱא
וְ ֥ל ֹא ָע ָֽׂשה׃

Genesis 19:25≈Jonah 4:5
And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley,
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what
grew on the ground. (Gen 19:25)

֙ל־ה ִּכ ָּ֑כר וְ ֵאת
ַ ת־ה ָע ִ֣רים ָה ֵ֔אל וְ ֵ֖את ָּכ
ֶ  וַ�ֽיַּ ֲהפְֹך֙ ֶאGen 19:25
ָּכל־י ְֹׁש ֵ֣בי ֶה ָע ִ֔רים וְ ֶ֖צ ַמח ָה ֲא ָד ָֽמה׃

Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of
the city and emade a booth for himself there. He
sat under it in the shade, till he should see what
would become of the city. (Jonah 4:5)

ׂש
֩ ן־ה ִ֔עיר וַ ֵּ֖י ֶׁשב ִמ ֶּ֣ק ֶדם ָל ִ֑עיר וַ יַּ ַע
ָ  וַ יֵּ ֵ֤צא יֹונָ ה֙ ִמJonah 4:5
יה ַּב ֵּ֔צל ֚ ַעד ֲא ֶׁ֣שר יִ ְר ֶ֔אה ַמה־יִּ ְה ֶי֖ה
֙ ָ ֨לֹו ָׁ֜שם ֻס ָּ֗כה וַ ֵּ֤י ֶׁשב ַּת ְח ֶּ ֙ת
ָּב ִֽעיר׃

[3] Exodus 32:12≈Jonah 3:9
Let not the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that He delivered them, only to kill them off in
the mountains and annihilate them from the
face of the earth.’ Turn from Your blazing anger,
and renounce the plan to punish Your people.
(Exod 32:12)

֙יאם
ָ ֹוצ
ִ אמ ֹר ְּב ָר ָ֤עה ֽה
֗ ֹאמ ֨רּו ִמ ְצ ַ֜ריִ ם ֵל
ְ  ָל ָּמ ֩ה יExod 32:12
ֹּלתם ֵמ ַ֖על ְּפ ֵ֣ני ָֽה ֲא ָד ָ֑מה ׁשּו֚ב ֵמ ֲח ֣רֹון
ָ֔ ַל ֲה ֤ר ֹג א ָֹתם֙ ֶּֽב ָה ִ֔רים ּו֨ ְל ַכ
ל־ה ָר ָ֖עה ְל ַע ֶּֽמָך׃
ָ ַא ֶּ֔פָך וְ ִהנָּ ֵ֥חם ַע

Who knows but that God may turn and relent?
He may turn back from His wrath, so that we do
not perish.” (Jonah 3:9)

ֹלהים וְ ָׁ֛שב ֵמ ֲח ֥רֹון ַא ּ֖פֹו
ִ֑ י־יֹוד ַע יָ ׁ֔שּוב וְ נִ ַ֖חם ָה ֱא
ֵ֣  ִֽמJonah 3:9
ֹאבד׃
ֵֽ וְ ֥ל ֹא נ

Exodus 32:14≈Jonah 3:10
And the LORD renounced the punishment He
had planned to bring upon His people. (Exod
32:14)
God saw what they did, how they were turning
back from their evil ways. And God renounced
the punishment He had planned to bring upon
them, and did not carry it out. (Jonah 3:10)

ל־ה ָר ָ֔עה ֲא ֶׁ֥שר דִּ ֶּ֖בר ַל ֲע ׂ֥שֹות
ָ֣ הוה ַע
ָ֑ ְ וַ יִּ ָּ ֖נ ֶחם יExod 32:14
ְל ַע ּֽמֹו׃ פ
י־שבּו ִמדַּ ְר ָּ֣כם
ָׁ֖ יהם ִּכ
ֶ֔ ת־מ ֲע ֵׂש
ַ֣ ֹלהים֙ ֶֽא
ִ  וַ יַּ� ְ֤רא ָֽה ֱאJonah 3:10
ׂשֹות־ל ֶ֖הם
ָ
ל־ה ָר ָ֛עה ֲא ֶׁשר־דִּ ֶּ֥בר ַל ֲע
ָ ֹלהים ַע
ִ֗ ָה ָר ָ֑עה וַ יִּ ָּ֣נ ֶחם ָה ֱא
וְ ֥ל ֹא ָע ָֽׂשה׃

Exodus 34:6≈Jonah 4:2
The LORD passed before him and proclaimed:
“The LORD! the LORD! a God compassionate
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in
kindness and faithfulness. (Exod 34:6)
He prayed to the LORD, saying, “O LORD!
Isn’t this just what I said when I was still in my
own country? That is why I fled beforehand to
Tarshish. For I know that You are a compassionate
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in
kindness, renouncing punishment. (Jonah 4:2)

הוה ֵ֥אל
ָ֔ ְהוה ׀ י
ָ֣ ְל־פנָ יו֮ וַ יִּ ְק ָרא ֒ י
ָּ הוה ׀ ַע
ָ֥ ְ וַ יַּ ֲע ֨ב ֹר יExod 34:6
ב־ח ֶסד וֶ ֱא ֶֽמת ׀
ֶ֥ ַר ֖חּום וְ ַחּנ֑ ּון ֶ֥א ֶרְך ַא ַּ֖פיִ ם וְ ַר
לֹוא־זה
ֶ֣
ֹּאמר ָא ָּ֤נה יְ הוָ ה֙ ֲה
ַ֗ הוה וַ י
ָ֜ ְ וַ יִּ ְת ַּפ ֵּ֨לל ֶאל־יJonah 4:2
ישה
ָׁ ל־כן ִקדַּ֖ ְמ ִּתי ִל ְב ֣ר ֹ ַח ַּת ְר ִׁ֑ש
ֵּ֥ ל־א ְד ָמ ִ֔תי ַע
ַ יֹותי֙ ַע
ִ ד־ה
ֱ ְד ָב ִ֗רי ַע
ב־ח ֶסד
ֶ֔ ל־חּנ֣ ּון וְ ַר ֔חּום ֶ֤א ֶרְך ַא ַּ ֙פיִ ם֙ וְ ַר
ַ ִּ֣כי יָ ַ֗ד ְע ִּתי ִּ֤כי ַא ָּתה֙ ֵֽא
ל־ה ָר ָֽעה׃
ָ וְ נִ ָ֖חם ַע

Joel 2:12-14
“Yet even now” — says the LORD — “Turn
back to Me with all your hearts, And with
fasting, weeping, and lamenting.” 13 Rend your

ּוב ְב ִ֖כי
ְ ּוב ֥צֹום
ְ ל־ל ַב ְב ֶ֑כם
ְ הוה ֻׁ֥שבּו ָע ַ֖די ְּב ָכ
ָ֔ ְם־ע ָּתה֙ נְ ֻאם־י
ַ ַ וְ ג12
הוה
ָ֣ ְוְׁשּובּו ֶאל־י
֖ ל־בגְ ֵד ֶ֔יכם
ִּ  וְ ִק ְר ֤עּו ְל ַב ְב ֶכם֙ וְ ַא13 ּוב ִמ ְס ֵּֽפד׃
ְ
ב־ח ֶסד וְ נִ ָ֖חם
ֶ֔ י־חּנ֤ ּון וְ ַרחּום֙ ֔הּוא ֶ֤א ֶרְך ַא ַּ ֙פיִ ם֙ וְ ַר
ַ ֱא ֹֽל ֵה ֶ֑יכם ִּֽכ
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hearts Rather than your garments, And turn
back to the LORD your God. For He is gracious
and compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding
in kindness, And renouncing punishment. 14
Who knows but He may turn and relent, And
leave a blessing behind For meal offering and
drink offering To the LORD your God?

יֹוד ַע יָ ׁ֣שּוב וְ נִ ָ֑חם וְ ִה ְׁש ִ֤איר ַֽא ֲח ָריו֙ ְּב ָר ָ֔כה
ֵ֖  ִ֥מי14 ל־ה ָר ָֽעה׃
ָ ַע
ֹלה ֶֽיכם׃ פ
ֵ יהוה ֱא
ָ֖ ִמנְ ָ֣חה וָ ֶ֔נ ֶסְך ַל

[4] 1 Kings 19:4≈Jonah 4:3,8
he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness. He came to a broom bush and sat
down under it, and prayed that he might die.
“Enough!” he cried. “Now, O LORD, take my
life, for I am no better than my fathers.” (1 Kgs
19:4)

ּוא־ה ַ֤לְך ַּב ִּמ ְד ָּבר֙ דֶּ֣ ֶרְך י֔ ֹום וַ יָּ ֕ב ֹא וַ ֵּ֕י ֶׁשב ַּ֖ת ַחת
ָ  וְ ֽה1Kgs 19:4
אמר ׀ ַ֗רב ַע ָּ֤תה
ֶ ֹּ [א ָ֑חד] וַ יִּ ְׁש ַ֤אל ֶאת־נַ פְׁשֹו֙ ָל ֔מּות וַ ֣י
ֶ ֣ר ֹ ֶתם ֶא ָחת
ֹא־טֹוב ָאנ ִֹ֖כי ֵמ ֲאב ָֹֽתי׃
֥ יְ הוָ ה֙ ַ֣קח נַ ְפ ִׁ֔שי ִּֽכי־ל

Please, LORD, take my life, for I would rather
die than live.” (Jonah 4:3)

מֹותי
ִ֖ ח־נא ֶאת־נַ ְפ ִׁ֖שי ִמ ֶּ֑מנִּ י ִּ֛כי ֥טֹוב
ָ֥ הוה ַק
ָ֔ ְ וְ ַע ָּ֣תה יJonah 4:3
ֵמ ַח ָּֽיי׃ ס

And when the sun rose, God provided a sultry
east wind; the sun beat down on Jonah’s head,
and he became faint. He begged for death, saying,
“I would rather die than live.” (Jonah 4:8)

ּ֙וח ָק ִדים
ַ ֹלהים ֤ר
ִ֜  וַ יְ ִ֣הי ׀ ִּכזְ ֣ר ֹ ַח ַה ֶּׁ֗ש ֶמׁש וַ יְ ַ֨מן ֱאJonah 4:8
יֹונה וַ יִּ ְת ַע ָּ֑לף וַ יִּ ְׁש ַ֤אל ֶאת־
ָ֖ ל־ר ֹאׁש
֥ ישית וַ ַּ֥תְך ַה ֶּׁ֛ש ֶמׁש ַע
ִׁ֔ ֲח ִר
מֹותי ֵמ ַח ָּֽיי׃
ִ֖ אמר ֥טֹוב
ֶ ֹּ נַ פְׁשֹו֙ ָל ֔מּות וַ ֕י

[5] Jeremiah 26:3≈Jonah 3:9
Perhaps they will listen and turn back, each from
his evil way, that I may renounce the punishment
I am planning to bring upon them for their
wicked acts. (Jer 26:3)
Who knows but that God may turn and relent?
He may turn back from His wrath, so that we do
not perish.” (Jonah 3:9)

אּולי יִ ְׁש ְמ ֔עּו וְ יָ ֻׁ֕שבּו ִ֖איׁש ִמדַּ ר ְּ֣כֹו ָה ָר ָ֑עה וְ נִ ַח ְמ ִּ֣תי ֶאל־
ַ֣ Jer 26:3
יהם׃
ֶֽ ָה ָר ָ֗עה ֲא ֶׁ֨שר ָאנ ִֹ֤כי ח ֵֹׁשב֙ ַל ֲע ׂ֣שֹות ָל ֶ֔הם ִמ ְּפ ֵנ֖י ֥ר ֹ ַע ַמ ַע ְל ֵל
ֹלהים וְ ָׁ֛שב ֵמ ֲח ֥רֹון ַא ּ֖פֹו
ִ֑ י־יֹוד ַע יָ ׁ֔שּוב וְ נִ ַ֖חם ָה ֱא
ֵ֣  ִֽמJonah 3:9
ֹאבד׃
ֵֽ וְ ֥ל ֹא נ

[6] Ezekiel 27:8-9
The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad Were your
rowers; Your skilled men, O Tyre, were within
you, They were your pilots. Gebal’s elders and
craftsmen were within you, Making your repairs.
All the ships of the sea, with their crews, Were in
your harbor To traffic in your wares.

 י ְֹׁש ֵ֤בי ִצידֹון֙ וְ ַא ְר ַ֔וד ָהי֥ ּו ָׁש ִ֖טים ָ֑לְך ֲח ָכ ַ֤מיִ ְך צֹור֙ ָ֣היּו ָ֔בְך ֵ֖ה ָּמה8
�יקי ִּב �ד ְֵ֑קְך ָּכל־
ֵ֖ ִיה ָ֣היּו ָ֔בְך ַמ ֲחז
֙ ָ  זִ ְק ֵ֨ני גְ ַ֤בל וַ ֲח ָכ ֶ ֙מ9 ח ְֹב ָֽליִ ְך׃
יהם֙ ָ֣היּו ָ֔בְך ַל ֲע ֖ר ֹב ַמ ֲע ָר ֵֽבְך׃
ֶ ּומ ָּֽל ֵח
ַ ֳאנִ ּי֨ ֹות ַה ָּ֤ים

[7] Deuteronomy 18:21-22
21 And should you ask yourselves, “How can
we know that the oracle was not spoken by the
LORD?” — 22 if the prophet speaks in the name
of the LORD and the oracle does not come true,
that oracle was not spoken by the LORD; the
prophet has uttered it presumptuously: do not

ֹא־ד ְּב ֖רֹו
ִ ת־הדָּ ָ֔בר ֲא ֶׁ֥שר ל
ַ ֹאמר ִּב ְל ָב ֶ֑בָך ֵא ָיכה֙ נֵ ַ֣דע ֶא
ַ֖  וְ ִ֥כי ת21
֙הוה וְ ֽל ֹא־יִ ְה ֶ֤יה ַהדָּ ָבר
ָ֗ ְ ֲא ֶׁש ֩ר יְ ַד ֵּ֨בר ַהנָּ ִ֜ביא ְּב ֵׁ֣שם י22 הוה׃
ָֽ ְי
הוה ְּבזָ דֹון֙ דִּ ְּב ֣רֹו
ָ֑ ְֹא־ד ְּב ֖רֹו י
ִ וְ ֣ל ֹא ֔יָבֹוא ֣הּוא ַהדָּ ָ֔בר ֲא ֶׁ֥שר ל
ַהנָּ ִ֔ביא ֥ל ֹא ָתג֖ ּור ִמ ֶּֽמּנּו׃ ס
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stand in dread of him.
Jeremiah 28:8-9
8 The prophets who lived before you and me
from ancient times prophesied war, disaster,
and pestilence against many lands and great
kingdoms. 9 So if a prophet prophesies good
fortune, then only when the word of the prophet
comes true can it be known that the LORD
really sent him.”

עֹולם וַ יִּ ָּ֨נ ְב ֜אּו ֶאל־
ָ֑ ן־ה
ָֽ יאים ֲא ֶׁ֨שר ָהי֧ ּו ְל ָפ ַ֛ני ְּול ָפ ֶנ֖יָך ִמ
ִ֗  ַהנְּ ִב8
ל־מ ְמ ָל ֣כֹות גְּ ד ֹ֔לֹות ְל ִמ ְל ָח ָ֖מה ְּול ָר ָ֥עה ְּול ָֽד ֶבר׃
ַ ֲא ָר ֤צֹות ַרּבֹות֙ וְ ַע
 ַהנָּ ִ֕ביא ֲא ֶׁ֥שר יִ נָּ ֵ֖בא ְל ָׁש ֑לֹום ְּבב ֹא֙ ְּד ַ֣בר ַהנָּ ִ֗ביא יִ וָּ ַדע֙ ַהנָּ ִ֔ביא9
הוה ֶּב ֱא ֶֽמת׃
ָ֖ ְר־ש ָל ֥חֹו י
ְׁ ֲא ֶׁש

Jeremiah 8:7-8
7 Even the stork in the sky knows her seasons,
And the turtledove, swift, and crane Keep the
time of their coming; But My people pay no
heed To the law of the LORD. 8 How can you
say, “We are wise, And we possess the Instruction
of the LORD”? Assuredly, for naught has the
pen labored, For naught the scribes!

] ֙][סיס
ִ ְיה וְ ֤ת ֹר וְ סּוס [ו
ָ ֹוע ֶ֔ד
ֲ יָ�ֽד ָעה֙ ֽמ
ְ ם־ח ִס ָ֣ידה ַב ָּׁש ַ֗מיִ ם
ֲ ַּ ג7
הוה׃
ָֽ ְיָ�ֽד ֔עּו ֵ֖את ִמ ְׁש ַּ֥פט י
ְ ת־עת ב ָֹּ֑אנָ ה וְ ַע ִּ֕מי ֣ל ֹא
ֵ֣ וְ ָעג֔ ּור ָׁש ְמ ֖רּו ֶא
הוה ִא ָּ֑תנּו ָא ֵכן֙ ִה ֵּ֣נה
ָ֖ ְתֹורת י
ַ֥ ְאמרּו֙ ֲח ָכ ִ֣מים ֲא ַ֔נ ְחנּו ו
ְ ֹ  ֵא ָ֤יכה ֽת8
ַל ֶּׁ֣ש ֶקר ָע ָׂ֔שה ֵ֖עט ֶׁ֥ש ֶקר ס ְֹפ ִֽרים׃

B. 2nd Temple Jewish Literature Verses
by Prof. Shinan
[1] Sirach 49:10
May the bones of the twelve prophets rise to new life, because these men encouraged the people of Israel and
saved them with confident hope.
[2] 3 Maccabees 6:
[1]Then a certain Eleazar, famous among the priests of the country, who had attained a ripe old age and
throughout his life had been adorned with every virtue, directed the elders around him to cease calling upon
the holy God and prayed as follows: [2] «King of great power, Almighty God Most High, governing all
creation with mercy, [3] look upon the descendants of Abraham, O Father, upon the children of the sainted
Jacob, a people of your consecrated portion who are perishing as foreigners in a foreign land. [4] Pharaoh
with his abundance of chariots, the former ruler of this Egypt, exalted with lawless insolence and boastful
tongue, you destroyed together with his arrogant army by drowning them in the sea, manifesting the light
of your mercy upon the nation of Israel.[5] Sennacherib exulting in his countless forces, oppressive king of
the Assyrians, who had already gained control of the whole world by the spear and was lifted up against your
holy city, speaking grievous words with boasting and insolence, you, O Lord, broke in pieces, showing your
power to many nations. [6] The three companions in Babylon who had voluntarily surrendered their lives to
the flames so as not to serve vain things, you rescued unharmed, even to a hair, moistening the fiery furnace
with dew and turning the flame against all their enemies. [7] Daniel, who through envious slanders was cast
down into the ground to lions as food for wild beasts, you brought up to the light unharmed.
[8] And Jonah, wasting away in the belly of a huge, sea-born monster, you, Father, watched over and restored
unharmed to all his family.

BIBLIA Academic Lectures • JONAH 23

[3] Tobit 14: 3-4:
And when he was very aged he called his son, and the sons of his son, and said to him, My son, take thy
children; for, behold, I am aged, and am ready to depart out of this life. Go into Media my son, for I surely
believe those things which Jonas [Nahum] the prophet spoke of Nineve, that it shall be overthrown; and
that for a time peace shall rather be in Media; and that our brethren shall lie scattered in the earth from that
good land: and Jerusalem shall be desolate, and the house of God in it shall be burned, and shall be desolate
for a time.

[4] Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, VIII, chp. 10:
Now I cannot but think it necessary for me, who have promised to give an accurate account of our affairs, to
describe the actions of this prophet, so far as I have found them written down in the Hebrew books. Jonah
had been commanded by God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh; and when he was there, to publish it in that
city, how it should lose the dominion it had over the nations. But he went not, out of fear; nay, he ran away
from God to the city of Joppa, and finding a ship there, he went into it, and sailed to Tarsus, in Cilicia (19)
and upon the rise of a most terrible storm, which was so great that the ship was in danger of sinking, the
mariners, the master, and the pilot himself, made prayers and vows, in case they escaped the sea: but Jonah
lay still and covered [in the ship,] without imitating anything that the others did; but as the waves grew
greater, and the sea became more violent by the winds, they suspected, as is usual in such cases, that some one
of the persons that sailed with them was the occasion of this storm, and agreed to discover by lot which of
them it was. When they had cast lots, (20) the lot fell upon the prophet; and when they asked him whence he
came, and what he had done? he replied, that he was a Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of Almighty God;
and he persuaded them to cast him into the sea, if they would escape the danger they were in, for that he
was the occasion of the storm which was upon them. Now at the first they durst not do so, as esteeming it a
wicked thing to cast a man who was a stranger, and who had committed his life to them, into such manifest
perdition; but at last, when their misfortune overbore them, and the ship was just going to be drowned, and
when they were animated to do it by the prophet himself, and by the fear concerning their own safety, they
cast him into the sea; upon which the sea became calm. It is also reported that Jonah was swallowed down
by a whale, and that when he had been there three days, and as many nights, he was vomited out upon the
Euxine Sea, and this alive, and without any hurt upon his body; and there, on his prayer to God, he obtained
pardon for his sins, and went to the city Nineveh, where he stood so as to be heard, and preached, that in a
very little time they should lose the dominion of Asia. And when he had published this, he returned. Now I
have given this account about him as I found it written in our books.
[5] Mishnah Taanit 2:1:
What is the order of procedure on the fast days? The ark is carried out into the open place of the town and
wood-ashes are strewn upon it upon the head of the Patriarch … The elder among them addresses them in
words of exhortation saying: Brethren, of the people of Nineveh it is not said <and God saw their sackcloth
and their fasting> but <and God saw their works that they turned from their evil way>.
[6] Babylonian Talmud Taanit 16a:
<Let them turn every one from his evil way and from the violence that is in their hands> – What is meant
by <the violence that is their hands>? Said Samuel: If one had stolen a joist - even though he had used it in
the building of a fort - he tore down the entire fort and restored the joist to its owner.
[7] Palestinian Talmud Taanit 2:5 (65b):
Said R. Simon b. of Lakish: The repentance of the people of Nineveh was a false one … they «turned from
their evil ways and from the violence [ ]חמסthat was in their hands>. Said R. Yohanan: They returned only
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what was found in their hands, but what they have put away in boxes, cases and chests they did not return.
[8] Palestinian Talmud Sukkah 5:1 (55a):
A story is told about R. Levi and Yehudah b. Nachman who were paid two Selas for gathering the congregation
before R. Johanan. R. Levi entered and preached: <Jonah the son of Amittai was from the tribe of Asher, as
it is written «Asher did not dispossess the inhabitants of Acco or the inhabitants of Sidon» and it is written
«Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon»>. R. Yohanan entered and preached: <Jonah the son of Amittai was
from the tribe of Zebulun, as it is written «The third lot emerged for the Zebulunites» and it is written «from
there it ran to the east, toward the sunrise to Gath Hepher, to Eth-Katzin and to Rimmon» and it is written
«in accordance with the promise that the Lord the God of Israel had made through his servant the prophet
Jonah son of Amittai from Gath Hepher»>. In another Sabbath said R. Levi to Yehudah b. Nachman: Take
for yourself these two Selas and you go and gather the congregation before R. Yohanan>. He entered and
said: «R. Yohanan spoke well: His mother was from Asher and his father from Zebulun>.
[9] Midrash Psalms 26:7:
The son of the widow of Zarephath, that is to say Jonah, the son of Amittai, was a completely righteous man.
He was tried when the fish swallowed him and was tried again in the depth of the sea but he did not die …
and while still alive, entered into his glory, into the Garden of Eden.
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